Jefferson County Recreational Trails Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes

August 8, 2006
The Jefferson County Recreational Trail Advisory Board held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, August 8, 2006 at JCJDC Board Room, 800 Starbuck Ave., Watertown, NY 13601, 10 AM.
Advisory Board Present:  Aaron Vogel (TI Land Trust), Gary Stinson (Barnes Corners Sno-Pals), Joseph Onyon (Jeff. Co. ATV Club), Neil Cheney (Black River– St Lawrence RC&D), Fred Munk (NYS DEC – Region 6), Jim Lawrence (JC Highway Dept.), Katie Malinowski (Tug Hill Commission), Clara Bingham (Winona Forest Rec. Assoc.), Mary Anne Hanley (JCJDC), Scott Burto (JC Trail Coordinator).  
1) Call to Order & Introductions  Scott Burto opened the meeting.  Introductions of those present were made. 

2) Trail Coordinator’s Update & Work in Progress  (Attachment #1 Trail Coordinator’s Update)
· Mr. Burto made a presentation on the Hatfield McCoy Trail-system visit.

· Continued to attend meetings and RC&D to secure the Croghan – Lowville rail line.

· Working on Felts Mills walking trails,that includes fishing access and picnic areas. Attending Rutland Town Board meeting to discuss the project.

· Met with Winona Forest Recreation Assoc. to talk about maintenance. The ATV Association has also joined and will be helping with the clean up and improvements.

· Sept. 12 will be attending and speaking at the Tug Hill Walking Communities seminar.
· Made presentation to JCJDC Board of Directors, who are funding the marketing efforts for the next three years ($9000/year).
.

3) Highlights of Advisory Board Members’ Comments
· Aaron Vogel, TI Land Trust reported the purchase of an additional 46 acres near Zenda Farms. Plans for this are to complete a recreational non motorized trail for both pedestrian and skiing. They are also working to acquire land connected to the I81 overpass on I81 near LaFargeville. Mr. Vogel also thanked the Indian River ATV Club for stepping up to the plate to help maintain and improve the Trust’s trails.

· Fred Munk, DEC reported improvements being done to Winona Forest.

· Gary Stinson, Barnes Corners Sno-Pals reported registrations for snowmobile club are coming in and seeing a good number of new members.

· Joe Onyon, Jefferson County ATV Assoc. thanked the TI Land Trust for opening up trail for ATV’s. The Association will be doing the signage for the Rivergate Trail that connects to other counties. All signage for the counties will then be uniform. Mr. Onyon also reported that NYTRO N is just completed a trail assessment in Winona and will be assisting with maintenance of the multi use trails in the Forest. 

· Mary Anne Hanley, JCJDC said the JCJDC will be using marketing dollars to help with signage at the Felts Mills site.

· Neil Cheney, BR-St.Law RC&D spoke about the work being done to secure the Croghan to Lowville RR line. 
· Clara Bingham, of Winona Forest Rec. Assoc. said their trails now GPS’d. Snow mobile trails are in fine shape.
4) Next Steps
· Mr. Burto will continue working with Riverside Media on the www.trailjeffersoncounty.com web site expansion.
· SWOT analysis sheets will be sent to all Advisory Board members, who will be asked to fill out the sheets and return them to Mr. Burto for compilation. The results will be presented to the Board for analysis and planning.
