Jefferson County Recreational Trails Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes

September 20, 2006
The Jefferson County Recreational Trail Advisory Board held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 20, 2006 at JCJDC Board Room, 800 Starbuck Ave., Watertown, NY 13601, 10 AM.
Advisory Board Present:  Mark Keddy (Keddy’s Restaurant), Gary Stinson (Barnes Corners Sno-Pals), Mark Miller (NESCO & Missing Link), Joseph Onyon (Jeff. Co. ATV Club), Neil Cheney (Black River– St Lawrence RC&D), John Bartow (Tug Hill Commission), Clara Bingham (Winona Forest Rec. Assoc.), Andy Nevin (Jefferson County Dept. of Planning), Bob Diehl (Lewis County Trail Coordinator), Mary Anne Hanley (JCJDC), Scott Burto (JC Trail Coordinator).  
Call to Order & Introductions  Scott Burto opened the meeting.  Mr. Burto introduced and welcomed Andy Nevins of Jefferson County Planning Department and Bob Diehl, Lewis County Trail Coordinator.
1) Trail Coordinator’s Update on Projects & Work in Progress  (See Attachment #1 Trail Coordinator’s Update) Highlights:
· Working with RC & D Recreation Committee on the Lowvillle to Newton Falls Rails to Trails project.
· Attended Congressman McHugh’s workshop on grant writing.

· Applied for a $2000 grant through Steps to a Healthier NY for Felts Mills walking trail. JCJDC is paying $1500 for signage from the marketing funds. Project should be done by spring 2007.
· Spoke at  Tug Hill Commission’s Walkable Trails Workshop on 9/12.

· Working with Lewis County Trail Coordinator Bob Diehl to possibility of ATV trails connecting Lewis County and Jefferson.

2) Highlights of Advisory Board Members’ Comments
· Gary Stinson, Barnes Corners Sno-Pals reported they have 400 members.  The Wind Farm owners donated a bulldozer for a weekend to do work on the trails.
· Joe Onyon, Jefferson County ATV Assoc. sent out the Trail Coordinator’s three year plan to all the county clubs to promote better understanding.
· Neil Cheney, BR-St.Law RC&D is retiring but will still be on the RC&D Board and still an active member of this Board. Public comments are being requested for the DEC’s.Raquet Boreal Unit Management Plan in support of the plan including access for a multi purpose trail.
· Clara Bingham, of Winona Forest Rec. Assoc. working on getting trails gps properly done.
· John Bartow said that Sen. Wright has and if necessary reintroduced a bill on low volume roads that would allow towns to designate as recreational roads and would need only minimal maintenance.  There is another round for Quality Community Grants.

· Mark Miller reported that he sells 5 ATVs to every one snowmobile. Most ATVs sold are used locally. Snowmobiles tend to be on trailers and ridden outside of the area.

· Mark Keddy said he is please with the way the Advisory Board is working. He is more than happy to write and/or contact elected officials on the progress and importance of a county trail coordinator.
4)   No date was set for the next meeting.

